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REMOVAL. 
. U7The office of the “ Masonic Register” has 
> been removed to the cor.of Broadway and Divi- 
> sion, (late Market-st.) up stairs. 


[9° We have been disappointed in the receipt of / 


(NEW SERIES.) 


ALBANY, APRIL, 1846. 
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our usual quality of paper for covers, and have there- ‘ 
> fore been compelled to use for this number, such as ‘ 


‘ could be obtained. 


GRAND LODGE OF NORTH CAROLINA. 
> The M. W. Grand Lodge of this state, convened at 
‘ Raleigh, on December 1, 1845, and was opened 


. in due and ancient form. We are indebted to the 
R. W: Grand Secretary, Bro. W. S. Bain, for a 


; extracts, as will interest the general Masonic read- 
‘er. Wecommence with the address of the M. W. 
’ Grand Master, P. W. Fanning, which is as_fol- 
* lows :--- 

‘ To the M. W. Grand Lodge of North Carolina : 

’ BRETHREN: The present isa befitting occasion 
, to call forth our most grateful acknowledgements to 
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the interests, and secure the prosperity of our cher- ¢ 
ished Institution. And believe me, our constituents, ; 
anxiously looking for beneficial results from our ° 
proceedings, have a right to expect and demand at ; 
our hands the enactment of such good and whole- : 
some regulations, as their peculiar necessities, both : 
individually and collectively, may require. I pray, } 
therefore, that you may lay aside every selfish con- ‘ 
sideration, and strive only, to see who best can work, ° 


who best agree. 


My first duty is, the melancholy enunciation of < 


* the death of our worthy, talented, and respected Sen- ° 


¢ ior Grand Warden, 


Bro. Thos. S. Clark. He has ; 


‘ and in the midst of usefulness ; and there is reason 

¢ to hope that he will enjoy asconspicuousa place in the 3 
. . * celestial Lodge above, as his virtues, zeal and devo- ° 
copy of the proceedings, from which we make such / 
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: the Supreme Grand Architect of the Universe, who » 


; undeviatingly watches over and protects our beloved 
; Institution, for the renewed privilege we enjoy of as- 
’ sembling together in Grand Council, to interchange 
; fraternal salutations, and to unite our best efforts in 
¢ extending the great principles we profess, and in dis- 
‘ charging with fidelity the important trusts confided 
; toour charge. Let us earnestly invoke upon our 
‘ deliberations the blessings of that same Almighty 
‘ Being, and endeavor, by the harmony and wisdom 
; of our proceedings, to merit His approbation, and 
‘win His smiles. 
¢ We have convened together, at this season, in o- 
: bedience to the requirements of the Constitution, to 
; deliberate upon, and mature such measures as, in 
: our judgment, may be best cvlculated to advance 
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been suddenly snatched away in the prime of life, } 
N 
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tion soeminently entitled him to occcupy in the ¢‘ 
Lodge below. [trust a suitable demonstration will ; 
be made by this Grand Lodge, for the irreparable : 
Joss which it, and Masonry in general, has sustained ° 
by this afflictive dispensation. . 

The proceedings of a large majority of the Grand . 
Lodges of the Union are before me; and I have : 
been highly gratified, on a careful perusal of their : 
contents, to find in them the embodiment of so great ° 
amass of invaluable matter, peculiarly interesting ; 
to the Masonic Fraternity. Having much vitally : 
important business of a local character, to bring to ‘ 
the notice of this Grand Lodge, I shall necessarially : 
be compelled to be brief in my review of those valu- : 
able Journals, commending them ,however, tothemore ° 
scrutinizing investigation of the appropriate commit- : 
tee into whose hands they will be placed. 

An effort is made, in the Grand Lodge of Maine, 
to reduce the fees for conferring the Degrees, from : 
nineteen to fifteen dollars. Masonry should not be ; 
made too cheap ; and it is to be regretted that a u- ! 
niformity in this matter could not be established : 
throughout the States. I notice that two dollars are : 
required of the Subordinate Lodges, for every initia- ; 


. 3 


ae 











“ga “AME 


prerer PPPL LPP LLL S 


tion by them, to be paid into the Grand Treasury. 
The Grand Lodge of New Hampshire also requires 
for the Degrees fifteen dollars. In this State, the 
filial care of the Grand Lodge is manifested, by the 
appointment of cualified Brethren to visit and instruct 
her Subordinates, and to report. The Committee on 
Foreign Correspondence entertain erroneous views, I 
apprehend, in relation to the right of a Lodge to 
try its Master. He has it in charge to support the 


~~ cei, 


should therefore be not amenable to an inferior body, 
for reasons obvious to an intelligent mind. Appen- 
ded to the proceedings is the constitution, which 
appears to be well arranged. In it I perceive that 
one dollar is required of the Lodge for every can- 
> didate initiated: 

The Grand Master, in his communication to— the 
Grand Lodge of Connecticut, comments upon a sub- 
ject which applies elsewhere. Hie says : ‘* Another 
subject was introduced in a former Communication, 
which it appears to me cannot longer be overlooked, 
without compromitting the honor and dignity of the 
Grand Lodge. [allude to the embezzlement of the 
funds of the Grand Lodge, by those who, in many 
instances, still retain their standing as good and true 
Masons. It appears to me, that it is time that it 
should clearly understood, whether the ob- 
ligations which binds us together are or are 
not a dead letter ”’ 

‘ The Journal of Proceedings of the Grand Lodge 
of New York is a most valuable document to the 
Masonic fraternity. The address of the M. W. G. 
Master being written ina dignified style, and the 
report of the Committee on forcign Correspondence 
evidencing Masonic inde- 
fatigable labor in its preparation ; its beauty is im- 
paired, however, by rather too profuse a sprinkling 
of self adulation. The Grand Master, in his address, 
with great propriety urges the practice of examining 
randidates in regard to their proficiency in prior 
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great research, and 


UCT CC eT ee 


degrees, belore being advanced 5 it should never be 
$ omitted. He observes, also, that the practice of 
2 furnishing refreshments in ithe Lodges, is rapidly 
‘ growing into disfavor ; in our our own Lodges it: is 
; entirely abolished. A strog appeal is made to the 
* brethren, for their liberal aid in establishing a Free 
§ Masons’s Orphan Asylum. He speaks in flattering 


terms of the prospect of success, ina great project 
on foot, under the plan of a Joint Stock Company, 
to erect a magnificent Mason’s Hall, for the accom- 
modation of the Grand, and all the Subordinate L. 
in the city. The report above alluded to, | hope, 
will receive proper attention from the comunittee to 
whom it will be referred. 

A distinguished Mason presides over the Grand 
Lodge of, Maryland ; he reprehends in just terms 
the practice of admitiing temporary residents to the 
order, and recommends the passing of a resolution, 
forbidding the practice in all the Lodges under that 
jurisdiction, and inviting the co-operation of the oth- 
er Grand Lodges. He brings forward the subject 
of a General Grand Lodge, which will be noticed 
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constitution and by-laws of the Grand Lodge, and’ 
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hereafter. He also refersto the wants of the country 
Lodges, and urges an appropriation for the Grand 
Lecturer, who was unable to perfect a work happi- 
ly begun, for want of pecuniary means. In an a- 
ble report of the Committee on Correspondence, 


the case of the resuscitation of the Grand Lodge of 


Michigan, after having lain dormant for some time, 
is brought to notice, for the purpose of expressing an 
opinion touching Masonic Jurisprudence, which is, 


; that they ‘‘ hold to the doctrine that a Grand Lodge 
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(acting within its own jurisdiction) may by a vote 
of two-thirds, adopt for her own government, and 
the government of her Subordinate Lodges, any rule, 
regulation, order or edict not changing the land- 
marks of Masonry, which she may deem requisite 
for the safety of the craft under her jurisdiction.” 
This needs no other sanction than the 
preservation. 

The Grand Lodge of Virginia employs two Grand 
Lecturers, whose reports are full of interest. 

In the Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Geor- 
gia is a Protest, signed by a number of its members, 
against the rejection on a former day, of a resolution 
reauiring one Lodge, which had infringed upon the 
jurisdiction of another, by the admission of a candi- 
date from a nearer Lodge, to pay over to the same 
the fees received. It was clearly an error. 

The Grand Lodge of Mississippi has passed a res- 
olution requiring the Subordinate Lodges to collect 
a Tax from unassociated Brethren in good standing, 
to be applied to the education of orphan children--- 
the names of such as might refuse to pay, to be re- 
turned and published in the proceedings. Tam not 
prepared to say that a general regulation of that na- 
ture would be politic. 

The Grand Lodge of Wisconsin has issued a very 
excellent constitution, recently revised; containing, 
however, one objectionable article, and that is, in re- 
gard to the manner of voting on expulsions. — Instead 
of audibly answering the question ‘guilty or not 
guilty??? the use of the ballot-box, to my mind, 
would be more strictly in consonance with Masonic 
usage, 

ln all the Proceedings under my inspection, I find 
so much of an interesting nature, and deserving no- 
tice, that it is with difficulty 1 force imyself from 
their perusal. 

1 come now to the most important topics of discus- 
sion; and you will pardon me if, in my desire to do 
justice to our Common cause, | should trespass upon 
your patience. 


law 


While there is manifested the most cheering evi- 
dence of the flourishing condition of our order gen- 
erally, throughout our wide spread country, and in 
portions of our own State, yet [am constrained, how- 
ever painful, to apprise you of the hapless situation 
of many of our Lodges, requiring the most prompt 
and energetic action of your Body to save them 
from irrecoverable degeneracy, if not from absolute 
dissolution. 

There are many causes to which this lamentable 
state of affairs may be attributed, and to none, prob- 
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ably, more than the want of that fostering care of 
the Grand Lodge, which is so essential to inspire in 
the Subordinates a due regard for Masonic prin- 


' ciples, and impel them to a strict adherence to those 


peculiar forms and ceremonies on which, chiefly, 
depends their very existence. 

From lack of decision in the presiding officers of 
some of our Lodges, abuses have been suffered to 
creep in; and in others, indolent or careless habits 
have been so long indulged, that they seem no long- 
er possessed of the ability to reform. However re- 
luctant I may feel in exhibiting before the Grand L. 
a picture so deformed, yet a proper sense of the 
responsibilities resting upon me, as well as a due re- 
gard for the interests committed to my trust, will 
not allow me to be less candid. The duty of point- 
ing out a remedy is no less imperative than that of 


/ exposing an abuse; and I am well convinced that 
’ this Grand Lodge has the remedy at hand, which is 


to provide a salary for the General Grand Lecturer, 

/ making it his duty to visit, lecture and instruct all 
the Subordinate Lodges in the State, and attend to 
such other requirements as should be imposed upon 
him. 

Under the present arrangement, any Lodge may 
require his services by paying therefor; but under 
the proposed regulation it would be incumbent on 
him to visit all the Lodges and impart instruction; 
at present but comparatively few Lodges will avail 
themselves of the privilege of obtaining the lectures, 
while the new plan would insure to each a thorough 
knowledge. I must be excused for pressing this 
subject upon the Grand Lodge for its earnest consid- 
eration, feeling well convinced that without this, or 
some more effectual provision, Masonry cannot sus- 
tain even its present feeble position among us. 

Having shown the necessity of granting a salary to 
the Grand Lecturer, it may be expected of me to 
point out the source from which it is to be raised, 
as not less than four or five hundred dollars will 
compensate for his services, and the present income 
of the Grand Lodge but barely meets its expendi- 

‘ tures. 

I propose that every Lodge pay into the Grand 
Treasury one dollar for each member, and the same 
for each initiation provided that no Lodge be re- 
quired to pay for both innitiation and membership for 
any one individual at one and the same time. 


The whole number of Lodges now in existence in 
this State, as near as can be assertained, are forty- 
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five; of these twenty-seven only made returns last 


year, paying, besides arrearages, (agreeably to the 
dues now exacted) two hundred and seventy dollars ; 
add to which some small amount from other sources, 
and the income of the Grand Lodge may be compu- 
ted at from three hundred to three hundred and fif 
ty dollars. The returns of these twenty-seven 
Lodges show an aggregate of nine hundred and nine- 
tecen members, and ninety-seven initiations. I no- 
tice that most of the Grand Lodges derive their in- 
/ Come from a similar tax; this in my view is the 
most equitable method, and the least objectionable 
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that can be devised. Twenty-five cents quarterage 
from each member will meet the requisition, and no 
Lodge will feel the burden. Should the Grand 
Lodge concur in the above suggestions, it will be 
necessary to amend or rescind the resolution relative 
to dues, adopted in eighteen thirty-five. By the op- 
erations of this plan, the income of the Grand Lodge 
would become respectable, and ample means be pro- 
vided for all contingencies. 

In the event of the above named provisions being 
carried out, there will be no necessity for any action 
by this Grand Lodge in regard to delinquent Lodges, 
as the Grand Master can, under existing resolutions, 
so instruct the Grand Lecturer as that they may be 
dealt with agreeably to the true spirit and intent of 
said resolutions; and the Grand Master will be ena- 
bled to lay before the next annual Communication 
of the Grand Lodge, the precise condition of every 
Lodge in the State. It may perhaps be proper to 
adopt some resolution giving the Grand Master dis- 
cretionay power to sell, lease or rent any property 
forfeited to the Grand Lodge. One year’s trial will 
test the advantages of the whole scheme. 

In obedience to a resolution of the Grand Lodge, 
I was fortunate in securing the services of our wor- 
thy Brother, Rev. Jacob Frieze, to fill the office of 
General Grand Lecturer; and with commendable 
zeal he entered at once upon the discharge of his 
duties, visiting several Lodges, but was prevented by 
sickness from extending his labors. His very able 
Report herewith presented, and marked A, I wish 
may be read by the Grand Secretary for the infor- 
mation of the Grand Lodge; and also that it may be 
placed in the hands of the appropriate committee. — 
The Jewels of Enfield Lodge were handed me by 
Bro. Frieze, and are now in possession of the Grand 
Secretary, as is also the returned Charter. In re- 
gard to the property of that Lodge, alluded to in the 
Grand Lecturer’s Report, no action will be necessa- 
ry in the event of carrying into effect previous re- 
commendations; the same in regard to Jerusalem 
Lodge, and also the Lodge property in Newbern. 

By authority of a resolution of Grand Lodge, I 
appointed Bro. Isaac Hellen as agent to attend to 
Jerusalem Lodge, but have as yet received no re- 
port. 

On proper application, during the recess of the 
Grand Lodge, | granted a Dispensation for a Lodge, 
called ‘St. John’s,” to be located at Smithville.— 
The D. Grand Master has also granted a Dispensa- 
tion for a Lodge in Beaufort, to be called “ Frank- 
lin.” 

I had the pleasure of visiting the new Lodge at 
Smithville, and found in it zealous Masons. I also 
visited Concord Lodge at Tarboro’, and found it in a 
healthy condition. 

During the last year a formal complaint was made 
to me by St. John’s Lodge, No. 1, against Hiram 
Lodge, No. 98, for violation of a resolution of the 
Grand Lodge adopted in December 1828, declaring 
it irregular for any Lodge to receive a candidate 
who had been rejected, or who resided nearer anoth- 
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er Lodge. Uncontrollable circumstances prevented 
my visiting Hiram Lodge, as I had intended, with a 
view of investigating the matter. There could have 


been no palliation for the offence, especially as it ; 


was committed by Brethren of acknowledged respec- 
tability and intelligence. 
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It was intimated to me ° 


that a strong petition in favor of the rejected indi- ; 


vidual, signed by members belonging to the injured 
Lodge, had been the cause of his obtaining the De- 
greesin Clinton. But the whole proceedures were 
irregular and reprehensible; and both the Lodge and 


those signing the petition were rendered liable to sus- | 


pension. A sense of duty alone has prompted me to 
bring this unpleasant affair before the Grand Lodge; 
and I would suggest, merely, that it provide by de- 
cided enactment against future transgressions, and 
that Hiram Lodge be required to pay over to the 
complaining Lodge the fees received. 

Many of our Grand Lodges have taken decisive 
measures on the subject of Education; among those 
which stand out in the boldest relief, are Missouri, 
New Yorkand Kentucky. Without arrogating too 


, much for our own Grand Lodge, I venture the sugges- 
’ tion that the first great impetus was given to that 


noble enterprise by action of that body many years 
since. And but recently a very laudable effort was 


> made to establish under the auspices of the Grand 


Lodge, ‘‘ A Seminary of Learning”’ within this State. 


The Grand Lodge took the subject into favorable 


consideration, and, with the strongest appeals, sub- 
mitted it to the action of the Subordinate Lodges, 


' and exerted every influence calculated to produce a 
, favorable result; but unhappily, those from whom 
* assistance was most confidently expected possessed 


' mittees. 
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not the means, consequently it is most advisable to 
postpone for the present any farther action in the 
premises. J would, however, recommend, an ex- 
pression declaring it as the sense of this Grand Lodge, 
that every Subordinate Lodge under her jurisdiction 
should hold sacred all initiation fees for benevolent 
purposes; and furthermore, that they be advised to 
establish Schools, or appropriate a certain amount of 
their funds for the education of poor Masonic or 
other children within their neighborhoods; a plan 
that may be the more effectually carried into opera- 
tion by the appointment of judicious School Com 

They should likewise be required to make 
yearly returns to the Grand Lodge, of the number 
of children under tuition, as well as the amount ex- 
pended. Before leaving this subject, | cannot re- 
frain from quoting entire the following beauiiful and 
very appropriate sentiment, embodied in the Report 
of a committee of the Grand Lodge of Alabama on 
Education. They remark in conclusion of an able 
article thus, “that while the Masonic heart bleeds 
at the sight of the helpless child, as it suffers with 
nakedness and hunger, even a deeper sympathy 
should awake at the sight of its mental destitution — 
The body may be clothed and fed, and yet a life of 
hopeles ignorance will be unprofitable. But culti- 
vate its mind, and the hope may be entertained that 
honor to itself and usefulness to mankind will be the 
result.” 
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This Grand Lodge ientiee aoe the design of 
a National Masonic Convention, and adopted the 
rules for organizing and establishing the same; and 
having also concurred in a resolution to hold the next 
meeting in the city of Winchester, V 
Monday in May ensuing, I deem it proper to call 
your attention thereto, in order that you may provide 
for a representative to said Convention, and take 
such other action in the premises as your wisdom 
may suggest. 

The subject of organizing a General Grand 
Lodge has at various times been agitated, and here- 
tofore met with but little favor—from dread, princi- 
pally, of concentrating in one body too much power, 
and of encroachments upon the inalienable or re- 
served rights of the individual Grand Lodges. 
fears, in my humble opinion, are groundless 
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on that subject I coincide fully in the remarks of / 


the M. W. 
Lodge of Massachusetts, which are too lengthy for 
entire quotation. He observes, “that a General 
Grand Lodge with limited powers, having no author- 
ity but to correct deviations and errors in work and 
lectures, and settle such differences between State 
Grand Lodges as should be referred to it, has no 
terrors for me;”? and again, that “‘ the State Grand 
Lodges should forever retain the general authority, 
from which there should be no appeal but in 
a few specified cases, where the question at issue 
affected the whole fraternity. Consistently with this, 
a General Grand Lodge might be formed, possesing 
none but cautiously delegated powers.”” The M. W. 
Charles Gilman, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge 
of Maryland, also discusses the same subect in a very 
able and satisfactory manner, and expresses a doubt 
from indications, whether the contemplated meeting 
of a Convention of Grand Lodges at Winchester 
willever be held. Yet he contends that there ‘‘should 
be a Body, with limited jurisdiction, deriving its ex- 
istence from the several Grand Lodyves, which meet 


Asa Peabody, Grand Master of the Grand ; 
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ing periodically, might satisfactorily determine mat- ° 


ters of general policy, and prevent innovations up- 
on the ancient usages of the Order.” 
Lodye at the sane time adopted resolutions contor- 
mably tothe above suggestions, and requesting’ those 
Grand Lodges that agree to the propo.ition of form- 
ing a General Grand Lodge, to send 


The Grand > 


delegates to { 


meet in Convention for that purpose, in the city’ of ¢ 


Baltimore, in September, 1847. 

[am decidedly in favor of est 
Grand Lodge for the purpose of protecting the ancient 
landmarks and usages of the Order, and of settling 
all questions that may arise in reference thereto, in 


ablishing a General 


preference to any other partial tribunal that may be 


occasionally set up, whose acts may be confirmed at 
pleasure, and broken at will. And although this 
Grand Lodge has adopted the convention system, I 
would deferentially ask, if the proposed organization 
be not infinitely better? As the time of the proposed 
convention is distant, no definite action is necessary 
at this time, other than the expression of opinion. 


The discrepances in work and_ proceedings - 
of all our Grand Lodges, call loudly for such ! 
* 
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an institution, and I will present to your notice some 
instances of this character, accompanied by my own 
views of their propriety. Practices are indulged in 
some Grand Lodges, which are denounced by others, 
and the question naturally arises, Who shall de- 
cide? 

New York insists that a candidate should possess, 
besides the necessary mental and moral qualifications, 
physical perfection. | Massachusetts and others, on 
the contrary, contend that certain physical defects 
oppose no barrier, provided they do not operate to 
the prejudice of gaining a livelihood, or of receiv- 
ing the degrees. The former is for a rigid adher- 
ence to ancient usage, which says that “‘ every per- 
son desiring admission, must also be upright in body, 
not deformed or dismembered, at the time of ma- 
king; but of hale and entire limbs, as a man ought 
to be.” ‘The latter, on the score of expediency, 
deny the necessity of adhering to the letter of the 
law, especially since Masonry had changed from an 
operative, to a speculative character. A diversity 
of opinions exist in regard to jurisdiction; and com- 
plaints are very justly made, that Lodges admit can- 
didates from other States without® sanction. J have 
noticed an erroncous opinion, that a Lodge had not 
the right to expel a Mason for any offence, although 
perpetrated within its own jurisdiction, provided — he 
wasa member of another Lodge. A want of unifor- 
mity prevails in regard to Grand Lodge certifi- 
cates, New York showing very conclusively their 
necessity, from the fact of her having so repeatedly 
to warn her sister Grand Lodges against clandestine 
Masons and imposters. 
innovation by permitting the Past Master’s Degree 
io be conferred by her Subordinates. 


One Grand Lodge sanctions 


It is generally conceded that expulsion from a 
Lodge excludes from the Chapter; but some Grand 
Lodges very improperly contends that expulsion 
from a Chapter, with the same propriety, excludes 
from the Lodge. apprehend that no society would 
compel any of its members to sanction the proced- 
ings of a meeting wherein they were not allowed 
to be present or participate; with what justice, then, 
could such a requirement be made of Masons under 
similar circumstances? ‘They could not judge of the 
legality of the trial or verdict. One 
resolves that in case of suspension, a two-third vote 
may reinstate; while another places the individual in 
the position of an applicant for Masonry. The G. 
H. S. of the M. Degree is communicated to the FE. 
A. in Saxony and Hamburg. Who could correct a 
similar abuse in this country? Two Grand Lodges 
have each incorporated in its bye-laws a new test 
oath—one in relation to the authenticity of the Bible, 
the other as to a state of future rewards and punish- 
ments—and in Prussia the Jews are rejected! All 
these have generally frowned 
upon. 


Grand Lodge 


innovations been 

An evil practice has obtained to some extent, that 
of publishing rejections. It is contrary to the spirit 
of Masonry to injure private character. An  indi- 
Vidual might be rejected by a Lodge—suppose on 
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account of some physical defect, or mental disquali- 
fication that would not affect his character in society ; 
would it not be cruel, to say the least, for Masonry 
to be instrumental in stamping suspicion upon him? 
i:xamples of inconsistency in practice need hardly 
be multiplied, in proof of the necessiiy of some reg- 
ulating power. 

I feel it my duty to call your attention to the 
Constitution of this Grand Lodge, which is deficient 
in detail, and noi sufficiently comprehensive in its pro- 
visions. On many important points, the present 
Consliution sheds but a feeble light for the govern- 
ment of the Subordinate Lodges; and they tind very 
little benefit from it in drafiing their bye-laws; so 
that it is not to be wondered that discrepances and 
improprictics exist. 1 would, therefore, respeci{ul- 
ly recommend that a committee be appointed to take 
the subject into consideration, and report some plan 
for having the constitution revised and amended du- 
ring the recess of the Grand Lodge. 

When the Constitution shall have been properly 
remodeled, so as to embrace all the | essentials of 
Masonic government and regulations, it will supecede 
many of those resolutions concerning Lodge disci- 


pline which annually encumber the proceedings of . 


the Grand Lodge. 

At your last Communication, by recommendation 
of the Grand Bro. Philip 'T. 
Representative of 
this Grand Lodge near that Grand Body; and the 
courtesy was reciprocated by recommending Bro. 


Lodge of Georgia, 
Schley was duly recognized as 


P. D.G. M. Thos. Loring as their Representative 
near this Grand Lodge. 
ceediigs were promptly forwarded to Georgia, to- 
gether wiih the proper credentials, &e., but I re- 
yret to add, Bro. Loring is not apprised of having 
been recognized ju return. 

A communication has been received from Bro. 
Win. if. Adanis, Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge 
of Pennsylvania, accompanied by a beautiful copy 
of the M. W. G. M. Joseph KR. Chandler’s Addres- 
ses, during his annnual visitaton, which are worthy 
of his high reputation as a mason and scholar. It 
While I would 
advocate the strictest economy in all legitimate expen- 
ditures of the Grand Lodge | think a fair and reas- 
onable compensation should not be withheld from 


is on the Grand Secretary’s Desk. 


those who faithfully end punctually perform the du- 
ties Imposed upon them. Influenced by these con- 
siderations, | would respectfully recommend that the 
salary of the Grand Secretary, which is now a bare 
pitfance, be increased in aratio Commensurate with 
the labors ef his office. 


1 offer no apology for this extended address— 
for its recommendations, its criticisms or its cen- 
sures; | have performed my duty according to my 
limited ability and the lights I enjoy, and have full 
confidence that your enlightened body will do the 
same. Whatever may be the result of our delibe- 
rations, Whether for weal or for woe, let each in- 
dividual, as he retires from this Hall, be able to lay 


A transeript of your pro-- 
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his hand upon his heart and conscientiously say, | 
have neither done or left undone aught for which I 
can in justice reflect upon myself. 


GRAND LODGE OF ILLINOIS. 

We have been favored by some friend, with a 
copy of the proceeding of this Grand Body, held at 
Jacksonville, on the 6th of October last. The pro- 
ceedings before us, occupy about 140 pages of close- 
ly printed matter, from which we shall extract from 
time to time. In this No. we give a part of the cir- 
cular letter of the M. W. Grand Master; the subject 
matter of which, will no doubt be read with much 


interest, as embracing a state ofzthings indicative of 


the ‘‘signs of the times.’’ 
CIRCULAR LETTER, 
Or THE M. W. GRAND MAsTER, TO THE LODGES 
SUBORDINATE TO THE GRAND LODGE oF IL- 
LINOIS 





BRETHREN: 

There are some topics concerning which, I think 
it my duty to address you. If what I may offer, shall 
prove, inany degree, “ profitable, for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction,’? I shall be 
happy. My motive is to provide, as far as in me lies, 
that you “‘may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto 
all’’ the ** good works’? which, by your Masonic rela- 
tions, you may be called upon to perform. 

For the general attention which the matter has eli- 
cited, and the deep feeling which it has inspired in many 
quarters, the subject to which your attention has been 
recently turned by the Brethren at Jacksonville, ap- 
pears to claim the first notice. The Lodges in Chi- 
cago, who, in connexion with myself, are animad- 
verted upon, with some severity, im a Circular which 
those Brethren have issued, and in others similar in 
character that have resulted from it, having had ac- 
tion with reference to the same, and made a statement 
of all the facts in any wise connected with the griey- 
ances complained of, it is believed to be due that you 
should be here furnished with such authentic informa- 
tion. The Chicazo Lodges have embodied their ac- 
tion and statement in a Circular, which has been po- 
litely addressed to me, and is as follows :— 


CIRCULAR FROM THE LODGES IN CHICA- 
GO ILLINOIS. 

A Circular having been received by each of the 
Lodges in Chicago, from Harmony Lodge, No. 3, at 
Jacksonville, Ilinois; they were convened in one 
body to consider the same: that circular is as fol- 
lows, to-wit: 

“Harmony Longe, No. 3, JACKSONVILLE, ILLs. 

“WHEREAS, it has been represented to us by a 
srother in whom all confidence can be placed that a 
Negro is admitted to all the privileges of our Frater- 
nity in the Lodges at Chicago: AND WHEREAS, we 
are informed that the Lodge in Chicago over which 
the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge presides as 
Master, has now before it for action petitions from two 
or more Negroes: AND WHEREAS, we have learned 
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that the M.W.G. M. of the G. L. of Illinois is 
urgent in favor of the admisssion of Negroes into our 
ancient and honorable Fraternity: therefore, 

** Resolved, That it is with deep and unfeigned re- 
gret that we have learned these facts, and that we deem 
it our imperative duty to remonstrate in the strongest 
terms against this innovation on the rules, regulations 
and obligations of the fraternity. 

** Resolved, That we cannot recognize any individ- 
ual of the African race, as being ‘free born,’ inas- 
much as they are by the constitution and laws of our 
country denied the rights and privileges of citizens— 
neither can we extend to them the hand of fellowship 
and brotherly love, believing that in so acting we 


_— 


would not only be doing violence to our feelings of 


self-respect, but that we would be trampling upon one 
of the landmarks of our institution. 

** Resolved, That the course pursued by the M. 
W. G. M. of the Grand Lodge of Illinois in this mat- 
ter, is, in our opinion, unworthy of the high office to 
which he has been promoted, and if persisted in, will 
inevitably tend to the destruction not only of the har- 
mony of the Grand Lodge of this State, but will be de- 
structive of the institution itself; and that unless he de- 
sists from the effort to introduce Negroes into the in- 
stitution, we must, as members of the Grand Lodge, 
solemnly protest against his conduct, as being derog- 
atory to, and unbecoming the presiding officer of any 
Lodge—much more so as the Grand Master of the 
State. 

** Resolved, That we deem it highly derogatory 
to the institution, for a Blue Lodge even to receive a 
petition from an individual not recognized by the con- 
> much 
more so, to entertain and act upon it; and if such 
course is persisted in, we shall deem it our imperative 
duty to disconnect our Lodge from said Lodge, as well 
as the Grand Lodge which will permit one of its sub- 
ordinate Lodges to so act. 

** Resolved, That if Negroes are admited into any 
Lodge at Chicago, or other place under the jurisdic- 
of our Grand Lodge, we shall, at the next regular 
meeting of our Lodge after learning said fact, tender 
our charter to the Grand Lodge, and thus dissolve 
our connection with such unmasonic conduct. 

** Resolved, That a copy of these proceedings be 
forwarded to each Lodge in this State,with the request 
that they take immediate action thereon, and inform 
us thereof; and that a copy be sent to the Grand Mas- 
ter, that he may see the estimation in which his efforts 
are held by a part of the Fraternity; and also, that 
a copy be forwarded to the Grand Lodges of Missou- 
ri and Kentucky. 


stitution and laws of our country as a ‘freeman; 


J. HESLEP, Secretary.” 
The above being read, a committee composed of 
three members of each Lodge, was appointed to con- 
sider and report upon the same at a subsequent meet- 
ing, which report is as follows, to-wit: 
The committee on behalf of the Masons, members 
of the several Lodges, in Chicago to whom was refer- 


red the Circular of Harmony Lodge, No. 3, at Jack- } 


sonville, Illinois, respectfully report: that having care- 
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, fully investigated the matters, to which the commu- 
, nication of said Lodge relates, they will proceed to 
; answer them specifically, in the order therein set 
forth. 

1. It thus stated in the preamble :—‘‘WHEREAS, it 
’ has been represented to us by a brother in whom all 
confidence can be placed, that a Negro is admitted 
; to all the privileges of our Fraternity in the Lodges 

in Chicago.”’ 


If this be intended as a specific charge against the 


} Lodges inthis city, we submit the following facts in rela- ‘ 
tion thereto. A.B. Lewis,a well bred Mulatto Man, Mu- ¢ 


sician by profession, reputedly of Cherokee aborigi- 
nal blood maternally, and paternally of African blood 
now, and for a year or two past, a resident of Chica- 
go, is undoubtedly the individual alluded to. Hail- 
- ing, as a Master Mason, from within the jurisdiction 


ofanother Grand Lodge, whose Diploma duly signed, ¢ 


he exhibited, he has been admitted a few times, as a 
visitor, to the Lodges in this city, but he is not a mem- 
ber of either. That this individual, then, half Indian 
and half Negro, has visited the Lodges in Chicago 
and had been admitted to the privileges of a visiting 
Brother, is true ; that he is an undoubted Brother 
Mason, a modest worthy man, and ‘‘ of good report,”’ 
is equally true. And how his exelusion from any 
Lodge where he might apply and exhibit his ereden- 
tials, would comport with the respect due to the Grand 
Lodge whose Diploma he presented here, one of the 
most intelligent and respectable bodies of Masons in 
the U.S., is a question left for Harmony Lodge, and 
others adopting her action, to answer, should the bro- 
ther in question seek admisssion among them. 

2. The preamble continues as follows:—‘* AND 
WHEREAS, we are informed that the Lodee in) Chi- 
cago over which the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge 
presides, as Master, has now before it for action 
petitions from two or more Negroes.” 


‘ 


To this we reply, that the Lodge over which the 
Grand Master, was for a season Master, never re- 
ceived a petition from any Negro or Negroes; but 


that Apollo Lodge, No. 32, of this City, (whose / 


records your Committee have been permitted to ex- 
amine, ) over which the M. W.G. Master may have 
occasionally presided, as over other Lodges, but of 
which he never was Master, did at a regular Commu- 
, cation on the 2d of May last, W. M. Wm. Stuart 
presiding, receive and refer the petitions of two men, 


m 


¢ 


residents of this city, by name Johnson and Davidson, + 


by trade barbers, of mixed anglo Saxon and African 
blood though the proportion of African 
is evidently small, reputed ‘freeborn,” 
ly of good report, and one or both entitled to vote 
by the laws of this State. 


blood 


On the 5th of May aforesaid, at a special meeting 
, of said Lodge, a resolution was adopted, instructing 
- the Committee on said petitions, not to report until 
, after the next meeting of the Grand Lodge in Octo- 
. ber then following; in order,as was stated previously 
; to procure an expression of the Grand Lodge on the 
. subject. 


¢ On the 21st. of November following, at a regular 


% 
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presiding, as appears by the records, the Committee 
on said petitions reported favorably; but, it having 
been made known to the Lodge, by its delegates to 
the Grand Lodge, that he had not obtained an expres- 
sion from the Grand Lodge on the subject, a resolu- 
tion was unanimously adopted in substance, allow- 
ing the petitioners to withdraw their petition.* This 
was the final action of Apollo Lodge in relation to 
this matter; and however anomalous and singular it 
may be deemed, evidently arose in the opinion of your 
Committee, froma true Masonic desire to respect the 


feelings and scruples of a portion of the members of » 


‘ 


the Fraternity, and to continue that harmony which 


is the strength and beauty of our institution. How- 


srerersrr 


ever this action may be viewed, it is still the action of } 


Apollo Lodge only ,and from the responsibilities in which 
it may involve her, your Committee believe that she 
will not wish to shrink. 

3. The preamble still continues as follows :—AND 
WHEREAS, we have learned that the Most Worshipful 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Illinois is urgent 
in favor of the admission of Negroes, into our ancient 


and honorable Fraternity. 
Inasmuch as the conduct of M. W. G. Master of ¢ 


the State only is herein complained of, your Commit- ° 


tee, desirous of allowing him to speak for himself on 
a matter which especially concerns him, addressed to 
him a note which, with his answer, promptly commu- 
nicated, is here inserted. 
““Cnicaco, JANUARY 26, 1846. 
“Rev. W. FL Waker, M. W.G. M. of the 
Grand Lodge of the State of IHinois. 
“DEAR 
“The undersigned, a Committee on the behalf of 
the Masons, members of the several Lodges in Chica- 
go, to whom has been referred a communication from 
Harmony Lodge, No. 3, Jacksonville, Ilinois, which 
communication by resolution of said Lodge, was di- 
rected to be sent also to you, respectfully ask of you 
an answer to the third charge in the Preamble of the 


JROTHER -— 


ee 
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said communication, implicating you as being ‘urgent 3 


in favor of the admission of negroes into our ancient 
and honorable Fraternity.’ 
Fraternally yours, 
M. L. KNAPP, and others committee. 


Cuicaco, JANuAry 26, 1846. 

6° DEAR BRETHREN :— $ 

“The communication from Harmony Lodge, No. , 
3, referred to in your note of this morning, has been 
received by me, but | have given to it no reply, for 
the reason that it invites none. I have supposed, 
that, in so far as it concerns the several Lodges in this 
city, itwould receive attention; and that when [should 
be asked for information respecting the matters con- 
tained in it touching myself, it would be quite time 
for me to furnish the same. 


*'The W. M. of Appollo Lodge desires that it should be noted 
that this Lodge was not, at the time of this action, in possession of 
those instructions of the Grand Lodge on the subject, with which 
it is inconsistent. 
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** Your enquiry presents an opportunity for me to 
reply to the 3d charge, which has regard to myself 
exclusively: what I should be bound to reply to the 
others, is known to yourselves, for therein we are as- 
sociated. 

**] say, then, in brief, and without the fear of con- 
tradiction, that ] have never, either in any one of your 
Lodges, or in any other, either urged, recommended, 
or said one word, ‘ in favor of the admission of Ne- 
groes into our ancient and honorable Fraternity.’— 
The charge regards overt acts to which no man or 
Mason can testify concerning me. I deny them un- 
qualifiedly, and so the truthfulness of the charge.— 
That | have conversed with brethren some half dozen 
times, perhaps, upon the great principles suggested by 
your question, is admitted; but such conversations 
have usually been, with the view, rather of eliciting, 
than of expressing Opinions. What are my opinions 
on the subject will doubtiess, in due time, be made 
known. I certainly shall not shrink from any respon- 
sibility that may be involved, either in expressing or 


maintaining them; but their communication at present, : 
would be beside your enquiry, and appears not now to | 


be called for. 
* Trusting that in the treatment ofthis matter,you will 


suffer the ‘law of kindness’ to prevail, and at no time | 


forget the moral lessons inculcated by the level, the 
plumb, and the trowel, 
I am Dear Brethren, 
With assurance of Fraternal regard, 
Your friend and brother, 


W. F. WALKER, 


Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of 


the State of Illinois.” 
To M. L. Knapp, and others, | 
Members of Committee, J 


In relation to this matter, your Committee would ( 


remark, that the propriety or impropriety, the right 
or wrong, of admitting Negroes into our ancient and 
honorable institution, has never been discussed, in 
any Lodge in Chicago: nor do they feel themselves 
called upon to discuss the subject in this communica- 
tion: but in relation to a question of such magnitude 
—the time, manner and responsibilities of its discus- 
sion—they cordially adopt the views expressed by our 
M. W. Grand Master, in his Communication above 
given. 

Your Committee have thus endeavored, candidly 
and masonically, to submit their views on the several 
matters presented to their consideration; but they can- 
not conclude, without expressing their deep regret 
that any Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons, should 
have pursued the adopted by Harmony 
Lodge, and others following her action, of so departing 
from the rules of right, established even by judicial tri- 
bunals, as to try and condemn a sister Lodge, and 
brethren of the same great family, whose distinguish- 
ing tenets are brotherly love and truth, on hear-say 
charges and ex-parte testimony; without the ordinary 
formality or courtesy of allowing the accused to ap- 
pear and answer, before a rendition of judgment. 


course 
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, and bearing of Harmony Lodge, in relation to this un- 
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The unmasonic precipitancy of action, the spirit 


fortunate matter, called forth our unqualified disappro- 
bation, and at the same time our brotherly regret.— 
We love our institution; we cherish its principles; we 
admire, and would for ever preserve, the beautiful har- / 
mony of its proportions. We have no railing accu- ’ 
sation to bring against any portion of our great fami- 
ly. Wherever, under the broad canopy of Heaven, 
a just and upright mason is to be found, we would 
hail him as a brother, and would receive from him a 
reciprocal regard. We would ever seek, in the ac- 
cents of brotherly love, to be admonished of our er- 
rors, and, in such a spirit, impart, as we would receive, 
that good counsel which most surely leads to reforma- 
tion. 

Your Committee therefore recommend the adoption 
of the following resolution. 

Resolved, That this report be presented to the sev- 
eral Lodges in this city for their action, and, that with 
a copy of such action appended, it be transmitted to 
the M. W. Grand Master, to the several Lodges in the 
State, and to each Grand Lodge in the United States, 
soliciting action and answer. 

All which is most respectfully submitted. 
M. L. KNAPP, and others, Committee. 


In this clear, distinct, unequivocal, and truly Ma- 
sonic manner, have the Lodges in Chicago made an- 
swer to the matters before referred to, by which the 
peace of our Lodges has of late been disturbed.— 
Wherever there is a heartattuned by Masonic principle, 
anda head guided by Masonic wisdom, their ‘ Circular’ 
will be received as a memorial of their being worthy 
sons of the mother they profess to ‘‘love, cherish, ad- 
mire, and would forever preserve in all the beauty of 
her divine proportions.”? In no case, it is believed, 
wherein passion has not usurped the sway, and the un- 
derstanding been rendered incapable of perceiving and 
calmly judging of truth, can it be otherwise than satis- 
factory. The case, to form such an exception, we | 
are bound to assume, is not to be found in our Mason- 
ic family,—a family of Brothers, at whose home al- 
tar are so often, so peculiarly, and so forcibly, in- 
culeated lessons concerning that ‘‘ Charity’? which , 
**suffereth long, and is kind;’?? which beareth all 
things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endu- ’ 
reth all things, which “is not easily provoked, think- ; 
eth no evil, rejoiceth in the truth,’? and ‘ never / 
faileth;”? and which is at once the cement and the glo- 
ry of our ‘* Ancient Masonic Institution.’’ 

It is greatly to be regretted that a statement of facts, , 
from the proper source, was not applied for, before 
action, resulting in public denunciation, calculated to 
derogate from the character and standing of Breth- | 
ren, and to endanger the vital interests of our Grand 
Lodge, was any where had with respect to what was 
communicated by the ‘‘informer of his Brethren” to ; 
Harmony Lodge, though such informant was “‘a bro- ; 
ther in whom all confidence can be placed.” This ; 
course would have been masonic, to say the least— / 
Had it been observed, it is more than probable, that ; 
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the rising of many animproper temper would have been 
prevented, the suffering of many a pang avoided. I 
certainly would have held myself ready to answer any 
and every enquiry, respectfully addressed, that might 
have been proposed touching any or all of those mat- 
ters. That I have neither shrunk from nor delayed 
in so doing,when called upon, there are Brethren who 
can testify. I confess it would have gratified me not 


» a little, had the same opportunity been allowed me 


in other quarters. The fraternal conduct of those who 
have so addressed me, conduct so much in acccor- 
dance with the tenets of our ancient and honorable 
Order, merits my warmest thanks. 


Dissensions, difficulties and misunderstandings, the 
chiefest cause of most of the jealousies and wrongs that 
exist, are to be regretted and eschewed by the truly 
upright and honorable,—the lovers of the things that 
make for peace. But as long as evil exists in the 
world,—as long as the turbulent passions of man are 
unrestrained by the mild teachings of the Prince of 
Peace,—so long will they be antagonists of each oth- 
er,—so long will the war of the passions rage, and in 
many quarters, fearfully predominate. The Christian 
Religion provides the first great preventive of this un- 
fortunate state of things; and, every true Mason knows, 
that, next to this, our own beautiful Order supplies 
and enforces principles of love and forgivness. For- 
bearance, kindness, forgiveness, morality, love, and 
truth, are taught in every stage of Masonic progres- 
ssion. Each and every cymbol and ceremony in our 
Institution points out some lesson of morality,—a les- 
son which, if received and acted upon, tends to make 
us better and more useful men,—to prevent jealous- 
ies, annihilate wrongs, and so to extend “‘ peace on 


earth,”? and ‘* good willl”? amongst men. 
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One of those lessons, and that of by no means sec- | 


ondary importance— a lesson, in effect, imparted to 
each Master Mason under circumstances of aimost 
fearful impressiveness—regards the duty of every Bro- 
ther in the mystic tie to remind every other in the 
most friendly manner of his errors, and aid his refor- 
mation; to avoid all slander, malice, unjust resent- 
ment, and talking disrespectfully of a Brother’s per- 
son or performance, by which the character of a 
Brother may be injured, his feelings wounded, or the 
most excellent tenets of our order be violated, or in 
any degree interrupted in their exercise; to suffer none 


- to spread unjust reproaches or calumnies against a 


Brother behind his back, nor to iniure him in his 
fortune, occupation, or character; but defend a Bro- 
ther, giving him due and timely notice of any injury 
wherewith he may be threatened, or of any charges 
that may be abroad affecting him, that he may ward 
off danger. With all his duties vividly before him, 


it is impossible that a true Mason can materially err.— ¢ 


_ Whether the Brethren, who, with such severity as has 

been, in many cases, evineed, have animadverted up- 

: on the Lodges in Chicago, in connexion with myself, 

have had all their duties distinctly in recollection, when 

' making such expressions, they only know and can 
) Say. 

If under some sudden and temporary excitement, 
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89 
without due reflection, they have wronged Brethren, 
it is hoped that the Masonic temper has been, ere 
this, recovered, and that Masonic principle and feel- 
will soon so prevail as to prompt them to endeavor, 
in some degree, to repair the injustice done, by fur- 
nishing oil for the wounds they may have opened. 

Since the publication of the ‘‘ Circular ofthe 
in Chicago,”? a letter, evidently dictatated by a spirit 
of impartial justice, has been received by me from a 
Brother, propounding questions, ‘‘ under and by vir- 
tue of his Lodge,’’ which, “ as a Lodge,” was “ not 
prepared to act’? on the Harmony Circular, “ with- 
out first having a statement of facts from me,’? some 
of which extend to matters in the above connexion 
not before touched upon,—having regard to opinions 
as well as acts. Those questions are as follows:— 

‘** Do you believe a Negro can be admitted into our 
Order? If he can, do you believe it good policy to 
admit one? And lastly, would you be willing to see 


a negro admitted into a Lodge, under this Grand ‘ 


Lodge, or in any other than a ‘ Black Lodge?” 

The answer to these questions having been made 
officially, I have no hesitation in here inserting it, as, 
in connexion with the Circular of the Lodges in Chi- 
cago, it is believed to cover this entire subject, both 
as to facts and opinions. It was, in substance as fol- 
lows :— 

Ist. Did I not ‘‘ believe thata negro can be admitted 
into our order,”’ | should fail to give credit to what my 
own eyes have witnessed, within the jurisdiction of 
another Grand Lodge, to what is testified by Dre- 
thren, ‘‘in whom all confidence can be placed,” re- 
specting what has been done elsewhere in the United 
States, to what we know concerning the Fraternity in 
Africa, in India, in Hayti, in England, and wherever, 
indeed, our ‘universal language” is spoken—our 
Institution established. 

2nd. That what is thus possible in many countries, 
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and in many parts of own country,and may fairly be 
claimed as a universal right, in view of the funda- | 


mentally catholic character of the Masonic Institution, 


it would be ‘‘ good policy ,’’ expedient, in other words, ° 


to practice here, 1 do not “believe.” 
decidely of the opinion, that ‘‘ no Lodge has the right 
to introduce within its walls any applicant who may 
be obnoxious to any one of its members,’ or to 
any Mason associated with it under the same Ma- 
sonic government. ‘The principle thus asserted is 
broad, but, narrowed in anywise, it would conflict 
with much that is most tender and sacred in “ our 
Masonic Institution.”” That itis of no after adop- 
tion by me, will appear by a reference to pages 37 
and 38 of the preceding ‘‘ Proceedings,’ where it is 
asserted and expanded at some length. 

3rd. We have no “ Black Lodge’? with our juris- 
diction; nor would I, under present cireumstances, 
willingly see, certainly would not constitute, one. 

Whether one who is truly a worthy Brother shall be 
admitted into a particular Lodge, in union with this 
Grand Lodge, irrespective of every thing save his ‘‘in- 
ternal qualifications”’ to “‘ recommend”? him, is for the’ 
Lodge at whose door such Brother may knock for 
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90 
admission, to determine.” T “ Lodges in Chicago 
have uniformally decided and acted for themselves in 
this regard; and, in a given case,have submitted their 
decision and action touching the’ same. 
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M. W. Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of the State 


‘ of New York has been summoned before the Supreme 
Grand Master, of the celestial Lodge above, while ’ 
as brothers we must sorrow for his loss, it becomes us ° 


This Grand Lodge, at its Annual Communication | 


in 1843, through ‘‘ Bro. Warren, from the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Communications,’’ asserted as a fact, 
however, ‘that he who is in possession of that 


universal language, is hailed and embraced as : 
a brother,—whether wandering through the ' 
green forests of America, over the burning sands | 
of Palestine, or wending his way along the : 
gloomy banks of the Ganges; and informed ° 


the fraternity, ‘ with pride and pleasure,” that 
‘the Star of Masonry is tending upward and 
onward, bright and brightening, not only over 
this Union, lut throughout the habitable 
globe.t 


How far this just, eloquent, and truly Masonic in- | 
struction has had influence with the Lodges in Chica- ‘ 


go, they have not been pleased to infom us. 


It was ; 


probably thought that this might better be left to be ° 


the known Masonic character of 
who compose then. 

I will take leave of this subject, 
of a former able Grand Master of this Grand Lodge, 
somewhat accommodated. 

Knowing, my Brethren, somewhat of Masonry, 
and acquainted as | am with many of you, 


to be altogether unnecessary further to remind you, 


those | 


in the language | 


1 feel it 


in this connection, of those principles of our order . 

so essential to be observed to ensure its well being. — ‘ 

Masons pre-eminently love order and harmony; and 
I ) y; ; 


I doubt not you will meet the subject, now 


determination in all you shall say or do, 


love as Brethren; to be kindly affectionate oné to- 
ward another; in honor, preferring one another.””— 
Union is the very soul of our associated being; 
fishness is at war, and incompatible, with the genius 
and spirit of Masonry. Ambition and rivalry we 
know not; brotherly love and affection ‘* unite us into 
one sacred band, or society of friends and brothers, 


among whom no contention should ever exist, but thet ; 


noble contention, or rather emulation, of who best 
can work, or best agree,.” Let us exemplify in our 
conduct these interesting traits of Masonry; and hav- 
ing now a mutually right understanding in all things, 


so fully é 
before you, with a prevailing disposition; aud a steady | 
to have re- ‘ 
gard to the excellent tenets of our institution; ‘‘ to 


sel- : 


as Masons, and as christians, to bow with resignation 
to the afflictive dispensation since our loss is his 
gain. 


~NAN NAN 


Therefore Resolved, That we deeply sympathise ° 


with the family and friends of our deceased brother, 
and the Masonic fraternity in the bereavement thus 
sustained. 

Resolved, That this Lodge and its members be 
clothed in funeral regalia for the space of three 
months. 

Resolved, That the above be entered on the min- 
utes of this Lodge, that a copy thereof be transmit- 


; 


ted to the R. W, Grand Lodge, and that the same be ° 
* published in the American Masonic Register. 


oe Annee 


O )F F I C E RS 
Of Hudson Lodge, No. 7 ; elected on Monday 15th 
December, 1845. 
PETER G. CoFFIN, Master. 
IcHABOD RoGERs, Sen. Warden. 
Wm. A. CARPENTER, Jun. Warden. 
GEORGE BARKER, Treasurer. 
JoHN MEADOWCROFT, Secretary. 
JoHN HAMBLIN, Sen. Deacon. 
Davip D. Rose, Jun. Deacon. 
ABEL BoUTWELL ' 
Wo. H. W. Loop, ene. 
GEGRGE B. Corrin, Tyler. 


THE HIGH DEGREES. 
Our readers need not to be informed, that there 
are in Freemasonry, a great variety of systems, or 


: rites, each possessing features peculiar to itself, and 


all claiming legitimacy and antiauity. It is known, 
however, to every well-read Mason, that many of 
the rites in the high grades, are of modern inven- 
tion, and that most of the degrees conferred in sev- 


‘ eral of them, are either entirely spurious or greatly 


ALD 


let us, with one mind, and one spirit, strive together ; 


for the prosperity of our Ordevr. 
Behold how good and pleasant it is for bre- 
thren to dwell together in unity! 


DEATH OF THE M. W. G. MASTER. 
Master’s Louge, No. 5. of Albany, adopted the fol. 
owing Preamble and Resolutions, at a regular meet- 
ing on the 23d February, last. 
Whereas, the Almighty Viat has gone forth, and 
our beloved brother 


~ As it regards the course observed in this respect by the Chapter 
or Encampment in Chicago, it is assumed that the “ Blue Lodges’ 


have not the right offic ially to enguire. 
t Whether this comprehends * all kindreds”’ is left for inference. 


adulterated. This is especially true in respect to 
the now generally discarded Fessler rite, the rite 
Mizraim, and some others, of which we may here- 
after take occasion to speak with more particularity. 
France has been proverbially prolific in the crea- 
tion of spurious degrees, in the high grades. Ger- 
many and other of the continental States, have too 
closely followed her example. Even ancient sym- 
bolical Masonry has not been permitted to pass un- 
scathed; and there is scarcely a spot on the conti- 
nent of Europe, where it can be said to exist in its 
original purity and simplicity. The ancient York, 
has been displaced for other and modern rites; and 
though the essentials of the ritual have been pre- 
served sufficiently pure to mark their identity, the 


. ceremonies have been corrupted and made to assume 


Avexannrer H. Rosertson, the | 


2 


forms and inculcate precepts foreign, and not un- 
frequently adverse, to the original intentions of the 
Order. 
‘ true Mason; but it is to be feared that the evil has 
become too broad and extensive, and too firmly 


This is a matter of sincere regret to every - 
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established, to be effectually removed. But if this 


: is ever to be done, it must be through the united and 
. €o-operative influence and exertions of Anglo-Saxon : 


SAR 


Masons. 


There must first be a strict and settled ‘ 


unity of work and purpose among all Masons, and ‘ 
in all Lodges where the English language is spoken, | 


before there can be any thing like an approxima- 


; tion to a uniform ritual on the continent of Europe. 


But our present purpose is with eclectic, or what is 


more usually denominated sublime Freemasonry, ; 
? as it exists in this country. 


Without stopping to trace the origin or to discuss | 


the legitimacy of the various degrees composing the 
) 


preme Councils of Sovereign Grand Inspector Gene- 
ral for the United States, it is sufficient to remark, 
that prior to the year 1761, most of them seem to 


~ have been cultivated throughout the continent of Eu- 


, rope; 


regulations of any general supervising body. In 


this respect, they seem to have been in nearly the ‘ : et 
$ Lodge of Perfection, in Charleston. 

grees, previous to the organization of the Grand ; ©°st’s death, Bro. Hayes appointed Bro. Joseph My- 
ers his successor. 


same condition in which we find the symbolical de- 


Lodge of England, in 1717. To put an effectual check 
to the irregularities and dissentions which had grown 
up under this state of things, Frederick the Great, 
then king of Prussia, and ‘ardently attached to the 


’ dent of St deen but "i ‘temelieaily sean 
; to Rhode Island, where he established a Consistory, 
and conferred the degrees on several distinguished 


Brethren; among whom was Br.o Moses Seixes, who 
was subsequently elected Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodge of that State. 

This was the beginning of Sublime Freemasonry in 
North America; and from this source has directly or 
indirectly originated all the legitimate and lawful au- 
thority to propagate these degrees, in this country.— 
If there are now, or at any previous time have been 
other bodies claiming to exercise this authority, they 


* do it as the case may be, in derogation of the express 


ee 


but do not appear to have been under the ‘ 


; ie ‘eee 
e ° . 1 ¢ © y LL sw . ’ r © } s s. 
right practised under the auspices of the two Su- : and clearest terms of the original Constitutions 


’ can be regarded in no other light than as irregular bo- 


They 


dies, conferring degrees over which they have no law- 
ful control. 

But to resume the history. Bro. Hayes, in pursu- 
ance of of his commission, appointed Bro. Isaac da 


¢ Costa, Deputy Inspector General for the State of South 


established the Sublime Grand 
After Bro. Da 


Carolina, who in 1782, 


He also appointed Bro. Col. Bush, 
deputy for the State of Pennsylvania, and Bro. Barend 


‘* M. Spitzer to the same rank for Georgia; which ap- 
‘ pointments were confirmed by a Convention of Inspec- 


Fraternity, in the year first named, assumed the title 


of Grand Master of the sublime and ineffable de- 
grees throughout the two hemispheres; and constituting 


‘ his Grand Lodge on a sound basis, he succeeded in re- 


ducing the system to order, adopted a Constitution for 


ons 


its future government, and appointed deputies (corres- 


ponding with Provincial Grand Masters under the 
English system, ) for the different kingdoms of Europe. 
He also authorized his Deputy, Chaillon de Joinville, 


‘ the Grand Master of the Order of France, to convene 
a Grand Consistory of Princes of the Royal Secret, at 
‘ Paris, for the purpose of granting a patent, or commis- 
sion to the illustrious Br. STEPHEN Morn, constitu- 


> ting him an Inspector General, 
, the system into the new World. 


for the introduction of 
The Consistory was 
convened accordingly, on the 27th of August, 1761, 


~ and Bro. Morin was commissioned, with ample powers 
to appoint deputies, to constitue Chapters, and to per- ° 


form every other duty appertaining to his high office. 
On the 25th Oct. 1762, the Grand Constitutions were 
finally ratified and confirmed at Berlin, ‘ for the govy- 
ernment of all Lodges of Sublime and Perfect Masons, 
Chapters, Councils and Consistories.”? An attested 


tors, convened in Philadelphia, June 15,1781. On 
the Ist May, 1786, the Grand Constitutions of the 33d 
degree, called the Supreme Council of Sovereign 
Grand Inspectors General, was finally ratified by Fred- 
erick, King of Prussia, and the high powers of that 
body were ordered to be conferred on nine Brethren 
in each nation. It was at the same time established, 
as an unalterable rule, that there should be one Sove- 


’ reign and Supreme Council only, for each kingdom, in 


Europe, two for the United States, and one for the 
English and one for the French West India Islands; 
all of which is fully and distinctly set forth in the secret 
Yonstitutions. 
Under the authority and sanction of these Constitu- 
tions, a Supreme Council of the 33d degree, was open- 


- ed at Charleston, on the 31st May, 1801, by Brs. John 


of the year, completed. 


, copy of them was furnished to Bro. Morin, and he ‘ 
forthwith left Paris for St. Domingo, where he vigilantly ‘ 
« and faithfully executed his authority in the propoga- 
: tion of the high degrees, in personally superintending 


anne 


their establishment, and in appointing deputies, with 
the requisite powers, for Jamaica and the British Lee- 
ward Islands; for the Westward Island and the British 
army; and for North America. The latter appoint- 
ment was made in 1763, and the Ill. Brother who 
received it, was Moses Michael Hayes, afterwards 


Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts.— | 
: they still survive, and are confidently looking forward 


At the time of his apointment, Bro. Hayes, was a resi- 
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Mitchell and Frederick Dalcho; and the required 
number of Grand Inspectors General was, in the course 
On the 5th August, 1813, a 
similar Supreme Council was, in accordance with the ° 
requirements, and under the authority of the Grand ; 
Secret Constitutions, duly and lawfully established and 
constituted, in the city of New York, by Br. Emanuel 
De La Motta, as the representative and under the sanc- 
tion of the Supreme Council at Charleston. 

Thus were the provisions ofthe Grand Constitutions 
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fully and legally complied with, and the government » 


of the Order, for the country, lawfully established — 
The jurisdiction of each Council was fully defined, 
and both bodies started on their career of brotherly- 
love, emulous only for the general prosperity and 
happiness of the whole Order. And _ though, 
in common with their Brethren of other degrees, they 
have been called to buffet with the storms of adversity, 
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and to encourage and sustain the hearts of the virtu- 
vus and just. 
abroad; but, confident in the rectitude of their own 
intentions and in the righteousness of their cause, they 
have pursued the even tenor of their way, careless 


alike of the one, and the boisterous railings of the oth- : 


er. They stand upon the Constitutions of their Order; 
and the rights guarantied to them by these, they will 
maintain against all innovation, or domestic usurpa- 
tion. 

We have been induced thus briefly to sketch the 
history of the origin and establishment of the sublime de- 
grees in this country, by the prospect that they will 
soon be widely cultivated among us, in which case 
we shall have frequent occasion to refertothem. Andin 
order that our readers may more fully understand their 
governmnt, we will add, that they do not, in any man- 
ner, interfere with other Masonic authorities. They 
include in their number, the three symbolical degrees; 
but they leave the management and conferring of them 
o the Symbolica, Lodges. 

t It follows, therefore, that before an applicant can re- 


have been advanced to the degree of a Master Mason. 
The lowest body in the system, is called a ‘* Grand 
Lodge of Perfection,’”? and confers cleven degrees; 
which, with the blue degree, make fourteen. It holds 
its Chapter under a “‘ Council of Princes of Jerusa- 
lem,”’ which is a governing body, and confers two de- 
grees, or upto the 16th. The next body in order is a 
**Chapter of Rose Croix,” which confers two degrees. 
Thencomes the “‘ Consisiory,”’? which, of its own right, 
confers eleven degress, or up to the twenty-ninth; and 
by dispensation from the Supreme Council of the 
thirty-third, may confer the remaining degrees, to the 
thirty- second, inclusive. 
gree of the Supreme Council, and can never be con- 
stitutionally conferred upon more than nine Brethren 
residing within the same jurisdiction. The Supreme 
Council is the chief governing body. The Southern 
Council, sitting at Charleston, exercises jurisdiction 
over the southern and southwestern States, and the 
Northern Council, sittingin New York, over the north, 
northwestern and northeastern sections of the coun- 


try. 
THE TRATITOR’S GRAVE. 


Beneath the shelter of a hedge, in a meadow a 
short distance west of Cardiff Castle, may (or might 
at least a few years ago) be seen a small mound of 
earth, ornamented during the months of spring and 
summer, not only with the choicest flowers of the 
field, but also with many others which serve to deco- 
rate the gardens of the peasant; the cowslip, the prim- 
rose, the violet, and the wall-flower, flourished in 
wild, but neglected luxuriance; while the rose-mary, 
and southernwood, and thyme, loaded the air with 
their powerful perfume, and served to embellish the 
spot during those months when the charms of their 
less hardy companions had shrunk beneath the chil- 


& 
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to that bright sun shine of prosperity, with which a’ 
: good Providence never fails to reward the faithful, 


They have found enemies at home and ‘ 


‘ day led them on. 


The thirty-third is the de- © {he first dav. 


e 


ling blasts of winter. No person claimed them as 

they appeared; and both the flower and shrub seemed 

to spring into existence, for no other purpose than 
‘To waste their sweetness in the desert air. 

The spot was known by the name of the ‘‘ Traitor’s 
Grave,’’ and the circumstances connected with it are 
thus chronicled in the records of tradition: 

During the civil wars, when the victorious Crom- 


> well, after having brought nearly the whole of Eng- 


land to subjection, by the matchless prowess of his 
arms, was proceeding with an accustomed vigour to 


; chastise the few bold spirits who kept still firmly at- 
¢ tached to the cause of the king, in the Principality, 


he met with an unexpected opposition from the Gov- 
ernor of Cardiff Castle, who, notwithstanding the 
terror of Cromwell’s name, sent out a bold defiance 
in answer to the herald’s challenge, summoning him 
in the name of the Parliament, to surrender,—‘ I 
hold my castle from the king,” exclaimed the haugh- 
ty Beauford, ‘‘and to him only will I give it up.”’”— 
The stern puritan, enraged at his answer, and _ still 
more so at the unlooked for obstacle, thus suddenly 
starting up to check, as it were, the rapidity of his 


: ; : ; * conauest, comimanded his officers instantly to com- 
ceive any of the degrees in sublime Masonry, he must ‘ 
al > 


mence the siege of the place. The command was 


° hardly given ere it was obeyed; and the trenches 


were duy, and batteries erected, with that rapidity 
which always marked the movements of the rebel 
army, when headed by the commander, who this 
The works were not begun till 
sometime after sunrise, yet before noon the siege 


> had rerularly commenced, and the lofty battiements 


of Cardiff Castle rung with the sounds of the inva- 
der’s cannon. The massy walls, however, resisted 


° stoutly, and suffered no very material injury from 


the repeated discharge of the enemy’s artillery, which 
failed in every attempt to make a breach: thus passed 


On the morning of the second, the parliamentary gen- 
eral again sent his demand for them to surrender, 
but the herald returned with an answer similar in im- 
port with the first. Cromwell was not a man who could 


’ be induced to waste his time in fruitless parleys; and 


when he found that threats were unvailable, he had 
recourse to more powferful arguments. These, 
therefore, he ordered once more to be brought into 


action against the enemy, in hopes that his can- 


non would accomplish that which his flag of truce 
had failed to do.—bring the garrison to reason.— 
The second day however closed, without bringing 
with it anv greater hopes of suceess, than thet which 
had preceded; at least so it appeared to the besiegers, 
who, having of late been accustomed to sudden and 
easy surrenders, began to despair of being able to re- 
duce a fortress, which had thus for two days gallantly 
withstood an hitherto irresistible artillery. ven 
Cromwell himself grew fearful of the event, and 
could ill brook that a single castle should thus be a- 
ble to retard his march, and occasion him such a loss 
of time, of men, and ammunition. Nor was this all: 


he beheld, with no small degree of chagrin, that the 


friends of Charles, taking advantage ofhis position were 
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preparing for a vigorous hi and strengthening ; which hn were ie, every one sxabiiel silent. 


their 
his approach. 
ond day, had indeed so far emboldened some 
of the more daring royalists, that they ventured 
under cover of the night, to attack his very camp, suc- 
ceeded in driving in the piquets, and caused such 
confusion among the troops, that it was not until 
Cromwell himself came forward, that the intruders 
were driven back, and order restored. This unfor- 
tunate incident made him sensible of the awkard situ- 


ation in which he was placed and convinced him of 


the necessity of altering his plan of action as spee- 
dily as possible, as he saw that by occupying his pre- 
sent position, unless the garrison very shortly capit- 
ulated, the longer he remained there, the greater 
would be his disgrace, if from any untoward circum- 
stance he should at last be compelled to give up the 
undertaking. He therefore formed a determination 
in his own mind, of raising the siege on the succeed- 
ing night, in case he proved as unsuccessful on that, 
the third day, as he had hitherto been. He resolved 
however by his conduct, net to give the enemy any 
ground to entertain such hope, and upon the appear- 
ance of daylight, the batteries were again mounted, 
and every gun put into requisition. Nothing could 
possibly have withstood the fire of this day, except 
the most determined bravery on the part of the be- 
this they happily possessed: and the military 
skill shown by their engineers was such, that ere 
sunset, they had effected the destruction of nearly the 
whole range of the enemy’s defences. But, unfor- 
tunately, this was not done until their own walls were 
in so shattered a condition, that another such day 


sieged : 


The unsuccessful attempt of the sec- | 


respective castles for this purpose against ; 


« 


; must inevitably have sealed their doom, by compell- : 


tion, 


x 


/ composed, in order 


ing them to surrender whether they willed or not. 

Under these circumstances, on the part of the gar- 
rison, Sir J. Beauford consented, after much solicita- 
to call a council of the officers of which it was 
that 
mutual safety, in the present emergency, might be 
speedily adopted. 


some measures, 


At the time appointed, the council assembled: de- 
spair was plainly predicted upon the features of those 
who composed it; but at their same time their bold, 


, though bandaged appearance, told that they had res- 


olution even in despair. Though each person was 


- in his place, yet no one ventured to break the omin- 
, ous silence which reigned in the apartments. At 


‘tion to be faithful 


length Beauford himself addressed those around him 
> said he, 
fided to our keeping by the king, and it is my inten- 
to the trust. We have assembled 
here to consult further means for its safety: to /hés 
point, then, confine your observations and advice, 


—‘* Fellow officers, 


‘ for mark me! the first among you who counsels, or 


. Shot be the last in the garrison! 


even hints at submission, shall though 
We have met here 


to defend, and not to betray our trust! and, while 


be shot, 


, two stones cleave together, let no one talk of yield- 
- ing. 


SAA AN 
« 


Struck by these remarks, 


for their < 


** this castle was con- 


that ° 


turned to those around him, and knitting his eye- 
brows, until his contenance put on a fiend-like look, 
giving vent to his rage, exclaimed aloud—‘‘ Was I 
summoned here to be made a fool of, or, cowards as 
ye are, think ye, that, like yours, my heart harbours 
thoughts which my tongue dares not express. Be- 
gone, | say, 


sieht errs 
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The passionate Beauford,as the silence still continued, ; 


to your posts, and leave the care of pro- : 


viding for the castle’s safety to me, since you appear ’ 


to have forgotten the respect which you owe to your ‘ 


governor, as well as your duty to your king!” 

Stung by such unmerited reproaches, a young, 
but intrepid-looking cavalier instantly started from 
his seat, ‘‘ A truce to your reproaches, Sir John.— 
That they are unjust, the wounds and scars we bear 
will testify, and vindicate our honor from the false 
charge of cowardice. We have neither forgotten 
our duty to our king nor to our governor: but when 
the latter so far forgets himself, as to accuse those 


< 


falsely who have cheerfully shed their best blood at 


his bidding, and neglects to provide for their safety 


in the hour of danger, it is time they look to ; 


themselves. Hear me, then; I care not for the 
effects of your threatened vengeance. I have hither- 
to fought as becomes a loyal subject of King 
Charles, but will fight no longer, unless the terms of a 
surrender be first agreed upon, in case the rebels 
venture to renew the attack to-morrow. 
this, and my sword is again at your service—else 
never. ‘These are my thoughts, nor do I fear to ut- 
ter them; now do your worst!” 

Beauford, who had with great difficulty retained 
possession of his seat till the speaker had concluded, 
no sooner perceived he had done, then drawing his 
sword, he rushed forwards, and proceeded to put 
his threat into execution; and Walter Sele would 
have paid the forfeit of his life for his temerity, had 
not those around wrested the weapon of death from 
the hands of the governor. 


At this time, when the enemy from without, and 
the faction from within, threatened the castle with cer- 
tain destruction, there were within its walls, besides 
the military who composed the garrison, several la- 
dies, whose friends or anxious for their 
safety, had placed them there as beyond the reach of 
danger. Among these was Deva Milton, the orphan 
daughter of an old cavalier. No more is known of 
the maid, than that she was fair, whether in the o- 
pinion of the world or not, it matters little, it is 
enough that she was so in the eyes of Walter Sele. 
To him she was “the fazrest of the fair? He 
loved her, and would like every ‘rue lover, have 
periled his life to do her service. ‘To her little cham- 
ber it was he re paired, when released from the duties 
of the day, and in her company was glad to forget 
for awhile the dangers which surrounded him. Here, 
therefore, he hasted upon his escape from the coun- 
cil-room; and here, too, he determined to 


relatives, 


remain 


patiently, until informed that the savage rage of the 
governor was cooled, and time, by replacing reason 
and by the manner in © upon her throne, should have made him sensible of 


Consent to - 
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the error which he had committed. A time, alas! 
that Walter was not fated to behold. 

It appears however, that he was not the only per- 
son among the beseiged who was sensible of the 
charms of the fair Deva. The commandant himself, 
who, to his unshaken loyalty, (almost his only virtue, ) 
added all that licentiousness and profligacy which 
characterised, in a greater or less degree, the reign 
of every monarch of the Stuart line, had also beheld 
and admired her charms; but alas! beheld and ad- 
mired them with the most dishonorable — fee- 
lings; and he seized what appeared to him a fa- 
vourable moment, when the officers were engaged 
on more important matters, to gratify his lust: glo- 
rying in the idea that he should, at the same time, 
by this means, inflict the most cruel of all punish- 
ments upon the unfortunate being who had offended 
him. 

Having gained admission into her apartment, 
he proceeded to flatter and menace by turns, but all 


in vain. The virtue of Deva Milton was alike proof 


bgaist both; she upbraided him with his baseness 
and villany, and replied to his flatteries with taunts 
and reproaches. Enraged at her conduct, he seized 
her rudely, and was proceeding to gratify by force 
both his revenge and his passion. His feeble victim 
shrieked aloud for assistance; but the echoes of her 
voice were the only answers she received. 
the resistance which she made; one minute more 
would have decided the struggle; and the fair Deva 
would have been—-fair no longer. At this crisis; 
the room door yielded to the strong nerves of Wal- 
ter Sele; who snatching a pistol from his belt, rushed 
upon the villian whom he saw before him, and pre- 
sented it to hishead; but evenat this critical juncture 
he still retained presence of mind sufficient not to 
discharge it, lest by anyaccident, the contents should 
injure her to whose rescue he had thus opportunely 
arrived. Beauford, on feeling so rude a grasp, let 
go the hold of his intended victim, and turned round 
to oppose this sudden and unlooked for enemy.—It 
was now no time for parley. In an instant the sword 
of each had left its scabbard. 

** Coward and slave, by heaven you shall not again 
escape me!”’ 

** Neither slave nor coward,’? exclaimed the in- 
jured youth, as he recognised the wel-known sound 
of the e«overnor’s voice, “and that Beauford will 
soon discover too.” Flinging the pistol from his 
hand, he prepared instantly for the attack. The 
weapons met with the quickness of lightning, and, 
though the event seemed to all appearance to depend 
most upon which was the strongest arm, yet the 
blows, however irregular and fierce, were frequently 
parried off with great skill, as each in turn became 
the assailant. The combat lasted but afew minutes, 
for the foot of Beauford striking against an iron ring 
in the floor he stumbled, when putting out his sword 
to prevent his falling, it snapt, and of course, occa- 
sioned that which it was intended to prevent.—That 
issue of the strife seemed now determined; but it 
was not so; for on Sele’s springing forward to dis- 


PpPAARALSLPLL LS 


04 AMERICAN MASONIC REGISTER. 


POLL LD DLL LL LLL LL wm 


Spite of 


arm his adversary, he received the contents of a 
pistol in his left shoulder, and fell prostrate beside 
him. <A party of the guard, who had been alarmed 
by the noise which the combat had necessarily occa- 
sioned, now rushed into the apartment, when Beau- 
ford, springing up, commanded them to raise his 
wounded antagonist, and do as they were bid. He 
was instantly cbeyed, and the soldiers having bound 
him as well as they were able, at the moment, fol- 
lowed the steps of their governor, who led the way 
to the foot of the staircase, where, opening a low 
and narrow door, he descended a few steps, when a 
similar barrier opposed them, which was also, with 
some difficulty, opened, and the interior of the castle 
keep presented itself to their view, darker, if possi- 
ble, than the sepulchres of the dead. Here, just 
within the entrance, Beauford commanded the men 
to lay down their burden. Their did so, and retrea- 
ted. The door grating upon its rusty hinges, closed 
again; and the unfortunate Sele found himself left 
in a dark, damp dungeon, far from the reach of any 
human being. 


(To be Continued. | 


FREDERICK AND THE MILLER. 
In one of Frederick’s accustomed yearly expe- 
ditions, for the purpose of reviewing his troops, a 


miller whose name was Arnold, and whose establish- 


ment was in asmall village of Pomerania, delivered 
him a petition, in which were these words :--‘‘] 
pay you three hundred rix dollars per annum (fif- 
ty pounds for the mill in this village : but Count N. 
has turned the course of the water which enabled me 
to work the mill, so that I have no longer the means 
of paying you my rent, or of providing for my sub- 
sistence.”’ Frederick sent the petition to his chan- 
cellor, with the following proscript: ‘* Let justice 
be done to the miller.”? The cause was tried, and 
the miller, Arnold was cast. 

The year following the miller delivered another 
petition, importing that he had lost his cause, though 
the facts were precisely such as he had represented 
to his majesty. The king sent this petition also to 
his chancellor, and again added a postscript-—‘ Let 
this cause be carried to the second court, and let the 
greatest care be taken that justice be dispensed to 
this man.”? The miller was once more cast ; and a 
third petition was delivered to the king, in which de- 
spair had succeeded to complaint. This the king 
carefully preserved, in the intention of proving the 
facts it affirmed on the very spot. 

To this effect his first step was to send an old of- 
ficer, who was a man of great probity, into the can- 
ton, under a specious pretext, but whose orders 
were to gain the exactest information of all the par- 
ticulars concerning the said mill, and the use made 
by Count N. of the water of which he had deprived 
it. The result of his inquiries was to be communi- 
cated to the king alone. This officer, having pos- 
sessions in the neighborhood, fulfilled his charge 
without exciting the smallest suspicion ; and his re- 
port to Frederick imported that having strictly ex- ; 
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amined the business, he could affirm that the mill 
had been stopped for the want of water, and that the 
ruin of the miller had been occasioned by the ex- 
pedient employed by the Count of turning the course 
of the stream. 
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The king had not confined himself to the investi- ° 


gation of a single-person ; but, after the departure 
of the officer, had secretly commissioned two other 
persons of integrity on the same errand, whose state- 
ments coincided perfectly with those of the former. 
On the first day of his visiting Berlin, after receiv- 
ing those accounts, Frederick, indignant, sent for 
Baron de Furst, his chancellor, and the three mag- 
istrates who had presided over the cause. He re- 
ceived them with a severity of manner expressive of 
the displeasure he felt, scarcely allowing them to 
urge a word in their defence ; and in his answer gave 
them the appellation of rascals and perverters of 
the law. He took a pen, and with his left hand (for 
he had the gout in his right) wrote a sentence that 
condemned Count N. to restore the water to its 
former course ; to pay all cost of the two law-suits ; 


’ 


and lastly, to pay such a sum of money to the mil- 


ler as should make reparation for the injury he and 
his family had sustained. 

When he had finished his task, which to a man 
in a fit of the gout could not but be extremely pain- 
ful, he resumed his angry tone: he sent Baron de 
Furst to the devil, declaring he no longer stood in 


brandt as he wasa very great miser. 


* possible. 


, 


need of his service, and the three Judges to Span- ‘ 
» dau, kicking them with indignation out of the room. 


At the same moment that he thus dispatched his 
chancellor and the Judges at one door of his apart- 
ment, he received me at another, for the purpose 
of passing the rest of the evening in conversing on 
subjects of literature and philosophy. 1 was far from 
suspecting the scene that had just taken place, which | 
was not informed of till six o’clock on the follow 
ing evening. I was ignorant that he had seen any 
one before I made my appearance. 


REMBRANDT, THE PAINTER. 


Rembrandt the celebrated Dutch painter, was the 


- son of a miller, and was born in 1772, in a mill 


situated on the banks of the Rhine. He was gifted 


’ with that creating power of genius which requires lit 


tle instruction, and is able to produce much _ by itself. 
It has been even said of him that he would have even 
invented the art of painting if it had not been done be- 
fore him. He was indeed without study, without the 
aid of a master, guided only by his genius, formed 
his own rules of sketching, drawing and shading.— 
We meet in his pictures no mere imitation of nature 
for he represents it with as much truth that it seems 
to become life, and to descend from the canvass. 





: He liked particularly to produce great contrasts be- 
* tween light and shade; and for that purpose he had his 


“ 


, gathered many antique costumes and weapons. 


rf 
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room arranged in such a manner as to let in the light 
only by a very small opening. He liked to give his 
figures striking dresses, and for that object he had 
Rem- 
brandt had many strange whims, like most people of 


% . 
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uncommon genius. One day when he was _ painting 
the portraits of a whole family, and had almost ac- 
complished his work, his servant entered to announce 
to him the death of his favorite monkey. Deeply 
moved by the sad news, he commanded the dead mon- 
key to be brought to him, and regardless of the opin- 
ion of the rest of the family, he madé a picture of it 
on the canvass; this naturally displeased them highly, 
but he would not be persuaded for any price what- 
ever to erase it, and preferred to keep the picture 
rather than yield to the request of the family. 

This trait is somuch the more astonishing in Rem- 
He used ma- 
ny artifices in orde to sell his works as -dear as 
Ile sent his son among the citizens to 
sell some paintings, and bade him pretend that his 
father did not wish to sell them, and that he had 
taken them secretly. Some pictures he sent to 
public auction, and then went himself in disguise to 
bid them up as high as possible. 

The avarice of Rembrandt was so great, that his 
pupils often ridiculed him. They painted on some 
round pieces of parchment the stamp of different 
pieces of coins, and by that means deceived him so, 
that in his covetous haste he seized them, fancying 
that some admirer of his works had left them pur- 
posely, as a token of benevolence and friendship. 
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WELFARE OF MEXICAN CHURCHES. 

Major Noah in the N. Y. Times, speaking of the 
immense treasures the Mexican churches contain, 
says—‘‘In the cathedral of Puebla de los Angelos 
hangs a grand chandelier of massive gold and silver, 
not of ounce avoirdupois, but whole tons of weight, 
coltected under the viceroys from the various tributary 
mines. On the right of the altar stands a carved fig- 
ure of the Virgin dressed in beautiful embossed satin 
executed by the nuns of the places, Around her neck 
is suspended a row of pearls of precious value, a cor- 
onet of pure gold encircles her b'ow, and the waist is 
bound with a zone of diamonds and enormous bril- 
liants. The candelabras are of silver and gold, too 
massive to be raised even by thefstrongest hand, and 
the Host is one mass of splendid jewels of the richest 
kind. Inthe Mexican cathedral there is a railing of 
exquisite workmanship, five feet in height and two 
hundred feet in length, of gold and silver, on which 
stands a figure of the Virgin of Remedios, with three 
petticoats—one of pearls, one of emeralds, and one of 
diamonds: the figure is valued at three millions of 
dollars. Inthe church of Gaudalope there are still 
richer and more splendid articles ; and in that of Lo- 
retto they have figures representing the Last Supper, 


_ before whom are piles of gold-and silver plate to rep- 


meer wr 


resent the simplicity of that event. It is the same in 
all the churches and cathedrals in Mexico. The starv- 
ing Lepero kneels before a figure of the Virgin worth 
three millions, and yet would die of want before he 
would allow himself to touch one of the brilliants of 
her robes, worth to him a fortune. About a hundred 
million of dollars are thus locked up in church orna- 
ments, While nothing is laid out for public education, 
roads, canals, public improvements, and true national 
glory.” 
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Shall we meet? do we doubt in the land of the blest, 
That our spirits will greet as of yore — 
That away where the weary have gone to their rest, 
The loved shall be parted no more ? 
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Shall we meet? oh, I trust by the hopes of the soul, 
That breathe of a union divine ; 

Our hearts will be joined at that beautiful goal, 
And thy lips be pressed fondly to mine ! 


LARA 


Shall we meet ? O, would heaven be heaven to thee, 

‘ If the friends whom we cherished below, 

In that fair-land of promise we never might see, 
And the smiles of the loved never know ? 


= 


¢ O, no! for my soul has a heaven e’en here, 
In this pilgrimage journey of pain, 

If around me, the fond and the faithful are near, 
Never more to be parted again. 


O yes, we shall meet! for the dead who are gone, 
Even now in our dreaming return ; 

And beckon us up where their spirits have gone, 
Where the love-fires eternally burn. 


They come with the absent who part for a day, 
And softly they tread o’er the soul, 

Like angels who walk in a rose-blossomed way, 
Or the summer-brook’s musical roll. 
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Doubt not! we shall meet in heaven at last, 
As the parted in spirit meet there, 

And the smile of the Father around us be cast, 
To dry up the last _— tear. 
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Tis not in the Lowly shave s 

Vice alone has trod elate, 

Lo, she walks in gilded slippers 

’Mong the dwellings of the great ; 
Noble lords. and noble Princes, 

These have worn her robes of crimson, 
Pressed her many colored coat ! 
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All the wicked deeds of tyrants, 
Splendid viilanies of time ; 

Mitred priests, and bannered heroes, 
Wrought by their own will for crime ! 
Let them not upon the lowly, 

Whom they chain and sore oppress, 
Strive to fix the seal of guilty, 

While they wear the culprit’s dress. 
Long the field was wide and ample, 
Long, have struggled on, the low ; 
Longer, tyrants may not trample 

On the peasant’s sweaty brow— 
From the heart, and from the spirit, 
Which hath beat so long in vain, 
Springs the Titan they inherit, 
Manhood, manhood breakers the chain! 
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’Neath the peasant’s vest, a bosom 
Fired with freedom’s love appears, 
While the king with all his glitter 


RADAR ANAAAVAAAANAA MASAALA 


enn 


% 
§ 


96. AMERICAN MASONIC 1 REGISTER. 


PLLA LLL LOD PLD LLP NP PL PPP PD PPP LLL LS PLPPL LL LLL LLL 


ern wernrmnv 


WaAnnenns’y 


LNA A 


NWS PLES 


RRR NPR RA RAWANDA 


Aen 


OOP PN PLN DEPLOY OAnm 


Sitsa ee among his peers— 

Think not men are great or noble ° 
On account of robes they wear ; 

Titles, worthy righteous spirits, 

Fall to many a villian’s share ! 


Think not, in the lanes and garrets 
Vice hath crept with fearful mien, 
Real guilt is in the palace, 

Though its walls the actors screen— 
When we fight your fearful battles, 
When we strike for old renown, 
Then the lowly are your marrow, 
Nerve and sinew to the crown! 


When the tug of strife is over, 

And the spoils are heaped away ; 
Lo! ye paupers who are squalid, 
Seek the lanes ye left to-day ! 

But the shades of all the mighty, 

Ye, who sit in gilded place, 

Hurl not scorn upon the lowly, 
Though their path in rags they trace, 


Tt is he who thus have made them, 

As your warriors, find your slaves ; 2 
Ye yourselves in rags arrayed them, 
And would hunt them to their graves— 
But with all your fiendish clamor, 

Say not, vice, the alley holds, 

Ye, who, in the high-reared dwellings, 
Live and fester in its folds! 


Mr. Epiror.—I send you, for the purpose of be. 
ing inserted in your excellent oaper, the following,taken 
from ‘‘ The Percy Anecdotes.”—I am yours, &c., 

P. M.—M. 


6th January, 1846, 


TrcumseH.—An Officer, in a skirmish with a party 3} 
of British and Indians, in the late war, was severely 
wounded and unable to rise ; two Indians rushed to- 
wards him to secure his scalp as their prey ; one ap- 
peared to be a Chief warrior, and was clad in British $ 
uniform. The hatchet was uplifted to give the fatal ° 
blow—the thought passed his mind that some of the 
Chiefs were Masons, and members of traveling Lodges ° 
in the British army: he gave a Masonic sign—it stay- 
ed the arm of the savage warrior—the hatchet fell harm- ° 
less to the ground—the Indian sprang forward—caught 
him in his arms, and the endearing title of Brother 
fell from his lips.—it was Tecumseh. 
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A shopkeeper in recommending a piece of goods 
to a lady, remarked, ‘‘ madam, it will wear forever 
and make you a first rate petticoat afterwards.” 
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IPLOMAS, AND APRONS, of the degrees of Master and Roy- D 
al Arch, handsome articles s may be had on application to this of- 5 
fice. > 


Master’s Diplomas single - e e e s 2050 3 
Arch do Large size - - - 62 5 
Master's and R. A. Aprons, on seat trimmed ‘with blue , 
or red silk fringe - - - Re ) 


The same on extra shoe satin. - 5 
Lodges or chapters, desiring any of the above articles, for the bo- > 
dy, will be furnished at a liberal discount. 5 
J r Any order, enclosing cash, will be attended to, packed up in 3 
asafe manner, and forwarded by the Express, if desired. 
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